
Cinco de Mayo
Cinco de Mayo is a Mexican celebration honoring the Mexican 
soldiers who defended the city of Puebla, Mexico from the 
French military. Cinco de Mayo means “May 5th."

Several wars in the mid-1800s left the country of Mexico 
nearly out of money. The Mexican treasury borrowed money 
from Spain, Great Britain, and France to help ease the money 

strain from the wars. The president, Benito Juarez, announced debts would not be paid 
for two years. The governments of Spain, Great Britain, and France were upset by this 
news. They sent their armies to pressure Mexico to pay back the money 
they borrowed. Mexico was able to make a deal with Spain and 
Great Britain. France would not negotiate or discuss the issue 
any further.

The French military was stronger and had better weapons than 
Mexico. The French won many battles in Mexico before Cinco de 
Mayo. Even though no one thought it was possible, the Mexican 

military defeated the French at the Battle of 
Puebla. This win made the Mexican people very 
proud. The war was not over, however, and France 

defeated Mexico. The win at the Battle of Puebla is 
still celebrated as a symbol of Mexican courage. 

Cinco de Mayo is often confused as a celebration of Mexican 
Independence. September 16th is the day Mexico celebrates its 

independence. Though Cinco de Mayo was once a national holiday 
in Mexico, it is no longer one.

People celebrate Cinco de Mayo all over the world. It is celebrated more 
in the United States than it is in Mexico. The largest celebration in the 
world of Cinco de Mayo happens in Los Angeles, California. People 
celebrate with parades, music, food, and dancing. In many countries, 
Cinco de Mayo is a celebration of Mexican heritage. Traditional 
Mexican food, such as mole poblano, is enjoyed. Traditional Mexican 
music, such as mariachi, is played at these celebrations. Colorful 
dresses worn on Cinco de Mayo are called “Puebla” dresses.
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Questions
1. Cinco de Mayo is a holiday to celebrate 

   Mexican independence
   Mexico’s victory of the war with the French
   Mexico’s victory at the Battle of Puebla
   Mexico’s victory over Spain

2. In the mid-1800s, Mexico owed money to all of the following countries except 

   United States
   Spain
   Great Britain
   France

3. How is Cinco de Mayo celebrated? 

   music, food, and parades
   as a national holiday
   writing letters to loved ones
   traveling throughout the country

4. What angered Spain, Great Britain, and France? 

  Mexico’s threat of war
  Mexico’s statement that it would not repay its debts
  Mexico refusing to pay taxes
  Mexicans refusing to promise loyalty to these countries

5. Based on the text, what does the word “negotiate” mean?  

  

  

 

6. Why was Mexico not expected to win the Battle of Puebla?  

  

  

 

Cinco de Mayo



Answers
1. Cinco de Mayo is a holiday to celebrate  

   Mexican independence 
   Mexico’s victory of the war with the French 
   Mexico’s victory at the Battle of Puebla 
   Mexico’s victory over Spain

2. In the mid-1800s, Mexico owed money to all of the following countries except  
   United States 
   Spain 
   Great Britain 
   France

3. How is Cinco de Mayo celebrated?  
   music, food, and parades 
   as a national holiday 
   writing letters to loved ones 
   traveling throughout the country

4. What angered Spain, Great Britain, and France?  
   Mexico’s threat of war 
   Mexico’s statement that it would not repay its debts 
   Mexico refusing to pay taxes 
   Mexicans refusing to promise loyalty to these countries

5. Based on the text, what does the word “negotiate” mean?  
Negotiate means to work out a compromise or an agreement.

6. Why was Mexico not expected to win the Battle of Puebla?  
Mexico was not expected to win the Battle of Puebla because it had 
less troops and had lost many other battles to France.
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