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DURAND, SOUTH JERSEY’S ICONIC AUTISM NONPROFIT 
CELEBRATES 5 DECADES OF SERVICE IN 2022 

 

Mount Laurel, NJ: Durand, Inc. celebrates its 50th anniversary, tracing its roots back to 1972, when Dr. 

Simone Durand Schulmann founded the groundbreaking, grassroots nonprofit with the inception of the 

Sunny Day School for children with autism. It all began when Dr. Durand heard the cry of a special needs 

child. The cry sounded different—it was clear the child needed a unique form of help. On that day, Dr. 

Durand decided to commit her life to providing this help. Thus, Durand was born. 

Since then, Durand has evolved into a multi-service agency that supports individuals with autism and 

other intellectual and developmental disabilities through education, advocacy, and behavioral expertise. 

Durand’s wide array of services includes a private day school, seven group homes, three adult training 

programs, and family support and advocacy assistance. To reflect its multidimensional impact, the 

organization changed its name from “Durand Academy and Community Services, Inc.” to “Durand, Inc.” 

in 2014. 

Under the stewardship of Durand’s Board of Trustees, the organization serves as an essential resource 

for individuals with special needs in southern New Jersey. The agency actively supports hundreds of 

children and adults throughout Burlington, Camden, Cumberland, Gloucester, and Salem counties.  

“This anniversary marks 50 years of hard work, growth, and joy,” said Durand, Inc. CEO Raymond 

Cristofoletti. “Throughout its half-century of service, Durand has helped countless individuals with special 

needs pursue fuller, more independent lives.”  

On its 50th birthday, some of the agency’s most incredible milestones to commemorate include:  

 2013: The First Responders Autism Training Program was developed in collaboration with the 

Doug Flutie Foundation. More than 3,000 police officers, firefighters, and other emergency 

services personnel benefited from this initiative which educated them on methods for reducing 

the frequency and intensity of negative incidences involving individuals with autism. 

 2014: Prominent author, animal behaviorist, and autism activist Dr. Temple Grandin was honored 

with the Dr. Durand Schulmann Achievement Award. More than 500 people attended the 

ceremony celebrating Grandin, the world’s most accomplished and well-known adult with autism.  

 2017: Durand transitioned to a Medicaid system, which created the opportunity for a greater 

complexity of clients and higher tiers of care.  

“Durand is a place of great optimism, and we’re certain the next 50 years will bring even more growth 

and success,” said Cristofoletti. “We look forward to a bright future with the launch of our strategic plan 

which includes continuous expansion of services and exciting announcements ahead. There is more 

work to be done to advance our mission and to strengthen our commitment to the future.” 

-more- 

 

Durand, Inc. Turns Fifty  



For more comprehensive information and to learn more, please visit our 50th anniversary page at 
www.durandinc.org/50thanniversary. 
 

About Durand, Inc.: For 50 years, Durand, Inc. has delivered a wide range of services for children and 

adults with autism and other special needs and their families in southern New Jersey and beyond. Its 

mission is to provide quality learning opportunities to individuals who experience intellectual and 

developmental disabilities —including autism—in a safe environment while offering additional services 

and resources to their families. Durand’s staff of 300 professionals serve approximately 300 clients a 

year. Learn more at www.durandinc.org. 
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